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Peace: Gift of God,
Human Responsibility,
Christian Commitment

by PAOLO PEGORARO

Held on 11 March
2015, the annual Dies
Academicus focused

on Peace: Gift of God, Hu-
man Responsibility, Chris-
tian Commitment – a
theme that, moving be-
yond the usual slogans,
has lately gained tragic
poignancy. 

In the course of the
first part of the Dies,
which involved separate
sessions, each academic
unit put forward a line of
reflection from their spe-
cific viewpoints thereby
fostering the interdisci-
plinary method of study
that the Gregoriana has
strongly encouraged. The
Secretary of State, Cardi-

nal Pietro Parolin, gave a lectio magistralis en-
titled «The Diplomatic Activity of the Holy
See in the Service of Peace», parts of which
we have highlighted here. The full text is
available in Italian on vatican.va (Bollettino
Sala Stampa - 11.03.2015).

 2  The diplomacy of the Holy See has
a clear ecclesiastical function. If it certainly
is the tool of communion uniting the
Roman Pontiff with the bishops at the head
of local churches or supporting the life of
local churches in relation with the civil au-
thorities, I dare say it is also the vehicle of
the Successor of Peter for reaching the pe-
ripheries of both the ecclesial and the
human families. Without the work of the

pontifical diplomatic legations, how many
believers – and not only the baptised –
would see their faith curtailed? 

 3  If achieving the goal of «true
peace on earth» signifies for the Church the
fulfilment of the history of redemption, for
Pontifical diplomacy it means acting as an
instrument of peace, and thus complying
with perseverance, respect for rules and
that fairness which international law ex-
presses in the well-known principle of good
faith (pacta sunt servanda). 

[...] The word “peace” enshrines hu-
manity’s general desire for peace that the
Church acknowledges and endorses. [...]
Working for peace means [...] preventing

In the diplomacy of the Holy See,
acting for peace means preventing
the causes of conflict,
facilitating reconciliation 
and acknowledging equal dignity
and rights to all human beings.
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the causes than can trigger armed conflict
or, likewise, removing those factors that can
restart the bloody wars that have just
ended, favouring the reconciliation between
the parties involved. [...] It is an issue in-
volving not only responsibilities, both indi-
vidual and collective, but also the rules of
world governance.

 4  It is increasingly becoming more
urgent for the Holy See to change the para-
digm on which today’s world order is
based. The events and atrocities that have
occurred in the present time call for the
players involved […] to take action to pre-
vent war in all its forms by establishing […
] rules that are able to develop, realise and,

above all, enforce the tools already foreseen
by international law for the peaceful reso-
lution of controversies and for averting the
recourse to arms. [...] Starting with the cen-
tres of learning such as the University, we
are all called to make the effort, to stimulate
a mature conscience that is reflected in the
action of governments and in the issues
dealt with at an intergovernmental level. 

[...] To this end, the Holy See intends to
act as a stimulus for the other members of
the international community in strengthen-
ing the awareness of the need for a renewed
ius post bellum compared with the tradi-
tional one that is limited to establishing re-
lations between victors and vanquished. [...]
It thus becomes crucial not to limit one’s ac-
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tion to gaining knowledge of the causes of
aggression but to tackling and resolving
them in good faith.

 6  The diplomacy of the Holy See [...]
feels committed to enhancing strong train-
ing and the development of skills, firmly
convinced that it is not possible to be part
of intergovernmental institutions without
the required competencies, technical abili-
ties and expertise. [...] As an ecclesial tool, it
must assess “if and how” whatever emerges
in those contexts reflects the good of the
human family and not just a particular
group. [...] A roadmap of this kind is neces-
sarily bound to the aforementioned preven-
tion of conflict and war but increasingly to
the safeguarding of human dignity and its
related rights.

[...] The call for human dignity on the
part of pontifical diplomacy highlights the
theme of religious freedom intended as a

well-structured right. [...] Conditions for
peace should then be constructed by deal-
ing with the issues relating to global devel-
opment and international cooperation,
starting with the definition of programmes
and plans addressing the legitimate aspira-
tions of those forced to live in conditions of
poverty and underdevelopment. 

[...] And finally, in a University, we can-
not overlook the interest in education shown
by pontifical diplomacy, [...] this means out-
lining an educational model that is in line
with the times and capable of responding to
the processes underway, acknowledging
that peace for people and nations is an es-
sential part of that «inalienable right to ed-
ucation that responds to their vocation and
temperament, to the differences in gender,
culture and traditions of their countries, and
is at the same time open to fraternal cohabi-
tation with other peoples with a view to en-
suring true unity and peace on earth.» 
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